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This is the January 2012, issue of the Siren’s Song, a 
publication of Illiton of the Society for Creative Anachronism, 
Inc. (SCA, Inc.). Siren’s Song is available from Laura Nickels, 
1228 South 6th Street, Pekin, IL, 61554.  It is not a corporate 

publication of SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc. 
policies. Copyright © 2012 Society for Creative Anachronism, 
Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or 

artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, 
who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the 
piece.  Please respect the legal rights of our contributors. 
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Unto the good Populace of Illiton, Athelington, and 
Lochmorrow,  
From Their Excellencies, Wilhelm and Alzbeta, 
 
Winter is here, a time of family and community, a time when 
the peaceable arts and sciences take precedence over the arts 
martial. We encourage everyone to celebrate this time with 
friends and loved ones both within and beyond our Society. To 
this end, Baronowa Alzbeta and I invite all in our Populace to 
join us at Illiton’s 12th Night celebration, to come together in 
the spirit of the season in fellowship and joy. Wear your finest 
garb, bring a dish you’d like to share, and join us in this 
annual tradition. All of the particulars are available to you on 
www.illiton.org.  
 
In this coming year, our Barony faces new challenges and new 
opportunities. Our Canton of Athelington has recently been 
bolstered by new members, and they’ve begun (informal) 
Fighter practices. They have submitted their group Arms to 
the College of Heralds. Having already experienced success in 
hosting a past Rites of Spring event, Athelington is now 
exploring opportunities for an event they can truly call their 
own. We expect Illiton and Lochmorrow to stand with them in 
support as they take this important step toward full status.  
 
Our Canton of Lochmorrow moves into the new year already 
planning their Canton Armored and Rapier Championships 
and their third All Hallows Revel event. It has been two years 
since Lochmorrow contested for champions, and this year they 
plan to integrate the championship tournaments into the 
event at Rites of Spring. We look forward to presenting the new 
Lochmorrow Champions before our Populace in Baronial 
Court that evening, and honoring the retiring Champions as 
they take their well-earned rest. 
 
The Barony is led and we are advised by a strong cadre of 
Baronial Officers, all of whom have served this Barony with 
distinction. We encourage people to assist our Officers with 
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their burdens, and to consider assuming Offices themselves as 
terms conclude. We ask that the people of Illiton take 
ownership and responsibility for the Barony by becoming 
Deputies and learning the duties of the Offices so that we may 
continue to thrive. We are proud to note that whether we agree 
or disagree we can discuss and resolve even difficult matters 
without rancor, a key element to the health of the Barony. 
 
Ahead we look toward Rites of Spring, Fields of Cloth and 
Gold, All Hallows Revel, and perhaps more events presented 
by our Barony. With Savaric and Julianna now sitting the 
Tanists Thrones, the possibility exists that we may host 
Royalty at one of our upcoming events. We encourage our 
Populace to adhere to the adage “work at home, play abroad” 
that we may show the Crown the shining jewel that is our 
Barony.  
 
We ask that if you notice someone whose efforts or attitudes 
improve the SCA as a whole and Illiton in specific, making this 
a more enjoyable place to play, we wish to hear of it so that we 
can communicate to Their Majesties the wonderful works of 
our people. We would also encourage you to put in 
recommendations yourselves through the online 
recommendation site at www.midrealm.org. The number of 
recommendations received is often as important as the quality 
of the recommendations, so if you feel someone is deserving of 
recognition, let us know who and why, and submit a 
recommendation of your own that we can echo. 
 
We would very much appreciate the opportunity to see our 
people in Illiton, Athelington and Lochmorrow honored for 
their tireless efforts and selfless service to this Dream we all 
embrace.  
 
Yours in Service, 
 
Baron Wilhelm and Baronowa Alzbeta 
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Baronial History 
Complied by Muriel Zimmermannin 
Contributions thanks to Maria Teresa Ribeiro dos Santos and Baronowa Alzbeta 
 
Reign of the Barony of Illiton   

 
June 25, 1983 
Maria Teresa Ribeiro dos Santos 
Orson die Grosse Mauer 
 
September 17, 1988 
Maria Teresa Ribeiro dos Santos 
Ursus Grendellson 
 
January 22, 2000 
Maria Teresa Ribeiro dos Santos   
Gareth Thorne 
 
January 24, 2004 
Catherine Oakley 
Gareth Thorne 
 
October 21, 2006 
Alzbeta Michalik 
Charles Cedric Morton 
 
January 31, 2009 to current 
Alzbeta Michalik 
Wilhelm Michalik 
 
5 year terms began in 2000 
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Calendar of Events: 
 

2012 
January 7th 12th Night 
  6400 N. University, Peoria, IL 
  Doors open at 1 for set up 

Bardic Circle 3pm to 5pm 
Court at 5pm 
Feast at 6 pm 
http://www.illiton.org/Illiton/12th_Night.html 

 
January 27th – 29th Festival of Maidens XXXIX 
  Urbana, IL 
  http://www.festivalofmaidens.info/ 
 
March 31st  Rights of Spring 
  Bartonville, IL 
 
September 14th – 16th 

 Field of Cloth and Gold 
Camp Waconda 
Mossville, IL 

 
 
Siren’s Song next publication due date for submissions: February 20, 2012. 
 
Contest Announcement: Design a Siren’s Song Design or Picture.  Due date 
is the next publication of Feb. 20, 2012.  Submissions may be emailed to 
murielzimmermannin@yahoo.com or handed in at the Monthly Business 
meetings.  Prize to be given to the winner. 
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Roll Call of Officers 
 

Baron and Baroness 
Michael and Alzbeta Michallik 

m/k/a:Michel and Stacey Mihallik 
300 E. Virginia Ave. 

Peoria, IL 61603 
309-681-1109 

uberpessimist@ameritech.net 
baronowa@ameritech.net 

 
Seneschal      Exchequer 
Elayne Torne      Arianna of Illiton 
m/k/a: Elaine Hecathorne     m/k/a:Kali Dietz 
1206 N Carefree Dr.     227 Avondale 
East Peoria, IL 61611     East Peoria, IL 61611  
309-361-0006      309-694-6292 
ehec53@yahoo.com     dietz_kali@hotmail.com 
 
 
Chatelaine      Knights Marshal 
Lady Esmerelda Carecena     Lord Anselm Mareschal 
m/k/a: Cathy Leitner     m/k/a: Kenneth Mounts 
8327 N Knowville Ave #109    1309 Fenley Ave 
Peoria, IL 61615      Pekin, IL 61554 
Lady1cath@yahoo.com     309-202-4400 
       Anselm_Mareschal@yahoo.com 
 
Pursuivant      Minister of Arts & Sciences 
Baroness Alzbeta Michalik    Micheaela de Rommey 
m/k/a: Stachey Mihalik     m/k/a: Nancy Cox 

Marquette Heights, IL 61554 
309-382-3307 
rmnyarts@hotmail.com 

 
Chronicler      Web Minister 
Muriel Zimmermannin     Allison Renee of Roseholm 
m/k/a: Laura Nickels     m/k/a: Sarah Rosecrans 
1228 South 6th Street     605 Franklin Ave  
Pekin, IL 61554      Bartonville, IL 61607 
309-360-2233 (after 3pm)     309-370-2828 
murielzimmermannin@yahoo.com    illitonwebminister@gmail.com 
 
Minister of Youth     Co-Chamberlain 
Angela Kell      Eoin atta Keld 
m/k/a: Angela Kell     m/k/a: John Kell 
318 Clinton      318 W. Clinton 
Brimfield, IL 61517     Brimfield, IL 61517 
309-446-9697      309-446-9697 
kell.angela@yahoo.com     eoinattakeld@yahoo.com 
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Co- Chamberlain      Secretary 
Gunther von Stein     Allison Renee of Roseholm 
m/k/a: Mike (Rocky) Crowley    m/k/a: Sarah Rosecrans 
118 Gottlieb Ct 
Creve Coeur, IL 61610 
309-694-5677 
steinmarie@comcast.net 
 
 
Historian 
Lady Fuyutsukime Hattori 
m/k/a: Jamie Shirley 
308 Corona Dr. 
Peoria, IL 61604 
309-219-5431 
moonflake1978@yahoo.com 
 
 

Guilds 
 
Mid Eastern Dance -- Sherri Kell    Sewing Guild -- Nancy Cox 
Phone 309-446-9697     Phone 309-382-3307 

eoinattakeld@yahoo.com     rmnyarts@hotmail.com 
(meets tuesdays nights at 7pm 
 at the same location as fighters practice) 
       Fighting -- Kenneth Mounts 
Archery -- Gary &  Elaine Hecathorn   Armouring -- Kenneth Mounts 
Thrown Weapons -- Gary Hecathorn 
Phone 309-678-9361     Phone 309-202-4400 
ehec53@yahoo.com     Anselm_Mareschal@yahoo.com 
 
Bardic Arts -- Kevin Burge    Brewing & Vinting –  
Phone 309-713-2033     Sidi Hacmin ben Yosef 
scasigfrd@yahoo.com     Phone 309-202-0850 
       hacmin@comcast.net 
Cooking -- Nancy Cox 
Phone 309-382-3307      
rmnyarts@hotmail.com     Phone 309-202-4400 
       Anselm_Mareschal@yahoo.com 
Fencing -- Jamie Shirley 
Phone 309-219-5431      Scribal Arts -- Wilhelm Michalik 
Moonflake1978@yahoo.com    Phone 309-681-1109 
       uberpessimist@ameritech.net 
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The Kell Family Written by Muriel Zimmermannin 
 
With a combination of 98 years of membership in the SCA the Kell family 
has learned how to combine a hobby and family activities together.  I spoke 
with the Kell family as they were decorating the house for Christmas one 
Sunday evening.  John and Sherri Kell have been married for 8 years now.  
In 2003 they had a medieval style wedding and had members of their SCA 
family in the wedding party. 
 
John: 
John Kell is the head of the family.  He has raised his 3 children in the SCA 
and they are all still participating in the game.  John’s job is a security 
supervisor, and has held that job for the past 12 years.  He enjoys cooking, 
gardening, football, and is an artist as well.  His SCA persona is Eoin atta 
Keld who lives in the 14th century in Italy.  He is Irish, but immigrated to 
Italy where he met his wife. They were married and have raised their 
children in Italy.  He is a fighter and cooks for a noble household.  Eoin has 
earned the following Kingdom awards: His Award of Arms, a purple fret, 
and the Baronial awards: Lady of the Lake, Golden Seine, the Hippocampus, 
and the Golden Scallop.  He serves as a Feast-a-crat for many of the 
Baronial events.  He enjoys cooking, fighting, armory, scribal, archery, and 
fencing.  He also serves as a chamberlain that keeps track of the Barony stuff 
and makes repairs when needed.  He enjoys service to the Barony in what 
ever form it may take.  Eoin’s biggest passion right now is the Fields of 
Cloth and Gold event that the Barony is planning for September 2012.  His 
goal is to bring more authentic, fancy foods and presentation to the event.  
His long term goal for the event is the Milimum project 10 years into this 
event that all the known world will participate.  Eoin told me, “The SCA and 
Illiton is my extended family.  The children were never a burden to bring 
along to events because so many people kept and eye on them.” 
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Sherri: 
Sherri (Miller) Kell works as a customer service resentative and has been 
married to John for 8 years.  She joined the SCA in 1987 right after high 
school in Eugene, OR, moving to Illinois in 1992.  She has attended Pensic 
once.  She enjoys sewing, gardening, dancing, and horse back riding.  While 
in Eugene, OR she learned dancing and spinning.  Her SCA persona is 
Neania Silverhorse, an 11th - 12th century Spanish lady.  She is the oldest 
daughter of an Irish/English horse trader.  Her father, having no sons, took 
her with him on his travels.  She learned to dance from the locals wherever 
they went.  Neania met her husband in Spain where they got married and 
moved to Italy and raised her family. She has learned both European and 
Middle Eastern dancing.  She has earned her Award of Arms, Lady of the 
Lake and the Golden Seine.  She currently teaches the dancing guild which 
meets each week on Tuesday.  Her SCA interests are sewing, growing herbs, 
spinning, dying, and Middle Eastern dancing. When Eoin is doing a feast she 
does the shopping for the feast.   
 

 
The Kell’s Wedding in 2003. 
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Ashley: 
John’s eldest daughter is Ashley Marie Kell.  She works at Menards in 
Peoria and is 22 years old.  She is currently living in Kingston Mines.  She 
enjoys reading, sewing and other crafts.  She said she loves the SCA and 
will continue to participate in the SCA for life.  She feels that the SCA is 
much like a family to her.  Her persona is Ashley atta Keld, 12th century 
ladyfrom Scotland and returned to Scotland after becoming an adult with 
Lief.  She has earned her Award of Arms, the Baroness favor, and the Lady 
of the Lake.  She participates in archery, serves in the kitchens and assists as 
a Lady in Waiting. 
 
Angela: 
The middle child Angela was raised in the SCA.  She is 21 years old and 
works at Ag Reliant Genetics.  Her hobbies are reading, music and cooking.  
She has taken the office of Minister of Youth for the Barony.  She is 
energetic ane helps in any way she can.  As the Minister of Youth she is 
working with children from 3 years old up to 10 years.  She already knows 
the majority of the children she works with and feels comfortable with the 
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children because they know her as well.  She finds that working with the 
children is more challenging than kitchen work and this was what drew her 
to it.  One of the challenges she has faced in this new office is that 
sometimes the activities did not work out as planed, but she has found a way 
to adapt them and make them work.  She knows she can always ask for help 
from other members as everyone is always willing to help.  Her persona is 
Angela atta Keld and has served as a Lady in waiting.  She has earned her 
Award of Arms, Lady of the Lake, and the Hippocampus, and the Baron’s 
ring. 
 
John: 
John X. Kell, “buddy” is 17 years old and is a sophomore in high school.  He 
likes drawing, gardening, and landscaping.  He works often as a runner, a 
page, and a kitchen helper.  He has earned his Award of Arms and the Lady 
of the Lake.  He said he was born into the SCA and will be a member for 
life.  He feels it is part of his family and loves helping people. 
 

 
John, Sherri, John and Angela Kell  December 2011 
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Mike Pozar’s Leatherworking Feature: 

 
Tools     There are many tools that are used in crafting leather. We are only going to 
describe the basic tool used for the projects. Get the best tool that you can afford that will 

do the job, 
 
Knives: Use a utility knife with replaceable blades. These are inexpensive and are easy to 
change the blade. Always use a sharp blade. Exacto knives will come in handy at many 
times, 
 
Mallets: Use a rawhide, or poly headed mallet. Never use a hammer to hit your tools. It 
will break them, and could cause eye damage from the flying pieces. 
 
Tack Hammer: A small hammer for driving hand tacks into leather. 
 
Skive: This is used to thin the ends of leather straps. A sharp knife may also be used. 
 
Strap Cutter: Used to cut consistent lengths of strapping. These cost a little money, but 
are well worth the cost in time saved, and speed. A sharp knife and a straightedge can 
also be used. 
 
Punches: Assorted sized drive punches are the best. Don’t get the cheap rotary punches 
that are available at most hardware stores. They are cheap for a reason. Oblong bag 
punches come in handy on many projects. They are expensive; don’t get them unless you 
are going to be punching a lot of oblong holes. 
 
Grommet Setter:  Used to set grommets quickly, and efficiently.  
Eyelet Setter: Available in many sizes. Sets eyelets that reinforce the leather for lace 
ties. 
Rivet Setter: Although you can use a hammer to set rivets a setter will make them look 
pretty. They are inexpensive so get one. You’ll be glade that you did. 
 
Anvil: Some sort of hard steel surface is necessary for setting rivets, eyelets, and other 
fasteners. Stay away from the inexpensive Chinese made ones. They aren’t hard enough. 
A plate of steel will do. But a small anvil is worth its’ weight in gold. 
 
Edgers: Rounds the edges of projects for a cleaner, more professional look. On straps 
this also prevents the edges from rolling. They are available in many sizes. For the straps 
we will be dealing with in this book, # 3 will be perfect. 
 
Overstitch Wheels: Use these to mark the leather for punching sewing holes. Get one 
that marks 6 or 7 stitches per inch. 
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Sewing Awl: it has a diamond shaped blade for cutting sewing holes. There are many 
kinds available. Get the best that you can afford. Don’t get a scratch awl. These will rip a 
hole in the leather. Also there are curved sewing awls. These are wonderful if you are 
going to do a lot of butt stitching. Otherwise, don’t bother. 
 
 
Collar awl: Use this awl to guide laces or thread through difficult areas. I have a large 
one for lacing, and a small one for sewing, 
 
§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§ 
 
 
 

 
 

Unto all of my downtrodden, overworked and underpaid minions, current and incipient, from the 
draconian and grasping Scribal Guildmaster, William Underwood, greetings: 
 
Membership in our yet-to-be-named guild has thusfar required only the tithe of one (1) work of scribal 
art (either calligraphy or illumination) per month, submitted to the greedy clutches of the Guildmaster. 
As Guildmaster, I have in turn ensured that your work finds its way into the hands of the Royalty or 
the Baronage for bestowal upon those to whom Their favor falls.  
 
While I include all of Illiton, Lochmorrow and Athelington as incipient members of the scribal guild, 
pending only their inevitable realization that their lives are empty and hollow without the inclusion of 
the scribal arts, I remind myself that I must be patient and wait for the various intoxicating elixers 
I’ve poured into the water supply to take effect. 
 
Currently our rolls include the following individuals, all of whom are current (to date) on their tithe: 
 

April of Illiton 
Jester of Illiton 
Lady Jana of Illiton 
Lady Fuyutsukime Hattori 
Lady Moricea de la Vail 
The Honorable Lady Elayne Thorne 
Baroness Constance Inghean Conchobair 
His Excellency Wilhelm, Baron of Illiton 
 

Well, my minions, heretofore you’ve all had it easy! (Insert cackle of maniacal laughter and 
anticipatory rubbing of ink-stained hands here.) 
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Now, at long last, it’s time to crack the whips and put you sluggards to work!  
 
No longer will I accept merely the paltry pittance of one (1) work of scribal art as your monthly tithe!  
 
You must now, in addition to your other  onerous duties ,  come up with a name and 
a badge for  this  guild!  (Insert yet another cackle of maniacal laughter and still more rubbing of 
hands here.) 
 
I will be accepting submissions of a name and badge for our guild over the next month. Once a list is 
compiled, it shall be placed before the guild members (those current on their tithe) for consideration and 
selection. Once a name and badge are selected by our membership, they will be submitted to the 
Baronial Pursuivant for submission through whatever arcane and persnickity processes Heralds follow 
for such things. 
 
Now, get back to work! I don’t pay you to read Baronial publications! 

 
«««««««««««««»»»»»»»»»»» 

Please send your requests to the Barony of Illiton Chronicler. If you would like 
more information about the Barony of Illiton and upcoming events sponsored by 
them, please visit www.illiton.org. 
 
If you would like to submit an article, artwork, or photograph, please sign the 
permission slip below and submit it to the Barony’s Chronicler. 
 

Publication Permission Form 
I, ___________________________________, being known in the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, Inc., as ___________________________________, do hereby affirm that I 
am the sole/joint author/creator of the work entitled ________________________________ 
which is a(n)______________________ (article, poem, song, artwork) and which is my 
own work and not an adaptation of any work. If an adaptation, I have attached permission 
from the creator of the original. 
If I am a joint author/creator of this work, I hereby give the names of all others: 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_ 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_ 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_ 
I hereby grant to the ______________________________ newsletter of 
___________________________ of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. permission to 
print 
the work ________ time(s) as and when it shall best see fit, retaining all other rights in the 
abovename 
work, I shall assist the 
_______________________Newsletter of ______________________________ of the Society 
for 
Creative Anachronism, Inc. on obtaining permission from all of my co-authors/creators. 

Signed this _______ day of ______, being ______ Gregorian.
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Children’s Page: Design your own Armory 
 

 


